
Elmbrook Discussion Questions 
Acts 17:16-34 

Introduction 
Describe what “faithful presence” in observing culture might look like.  
 
Head: What is the passage saying? 

1. Describe the storyline of Acts 17:16-34. 
2. In Paul’s speech to the Aeropagus: 

a. Why do some people listen to what he has to say? 
b. Why do some people reject what he has to say? 
c. What part of Paul’s speech most stands out to you? 

3. We read in verse 16 that Paul was, “greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.”  
a. Why was this distressing?  
b. In what ways has idol worship stayed the same?  
c. How has it changed?  

 
Heart: How does this passage influence my inner being? 

1. From verse 16, Paul was, “greatly distressed”. What distresses you?  
2. In this passage, we see that Paul publicly lived out his faith.  

a. What are the implications for Christians to live out their faith in a public (not just private) way? 
b. What motivates you to live out (or not live out) your faith in a public (not just private) way? 

3. How is God speaking to you through this study? 
 

Hands: How do I practically live this out?  
Here are some suggestions, or simply identify your own practical next step. 

1. Pray: Be intentional this week to continue asking God to give you discernment about when (and how) to 
turn a situation into a “gospel” opportunity. Be ready to respond in the moment! 

2. Memorize: Memorize a part of Paul’s speech in Acts 17:24-28. Its a little bit long, but be willing to 
devote some time this week to meditate on it. 

3. Journal / Assess: Take time this week to assess where your heart may be more motivated toward an 
idol rather than to Jesus. Write out words of confession to God. Then, write down practical next steps, 
to let God bring about change in your life. 

4. Talk it Out: Take a next step to be less private about your faith. Find someone this week to share about 
how God is working in your life.  
 

Digging Deeper Study:  
1. Watch: Go further into understanding the ministry of Paul. Watch a video series, In Pursuit of Paul on 

Rightnow Media, by Con Campbell.  
2. Read: Pick up a biography: Paul: A Biography (N.T. Wright), The Apostle: A Life of Paul (John Pollock) 

 
 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/303136
http://www.elmbrook.org/media/rightnow-media//?nav=p-703820&clickpath=&wildcard=/
https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Biography-N-T-Wright/dp/0061730580
https://www.amazon.com/Apostle-Life-Paul-John-Pollock/dp/0781405734/ref=sr_1_2?crid=31M2R79YKWCBG&dchild=1&keywords=the+apostle+a+life+of+paul+by+john+pollock&qid=1594998525&s=books&sprefix=the+apostle+%2Cstripbooks%2C163&sr=1-2

